INTRODUCTION
Prey selection by web-building spiders includes 2 principle components. First, webs may catch a nonrandom sample of the available prey (passive selection). Among items caught in the web, the spider may then feed on preferred prey but reject unsuitable prey (active selection). As evident from a recent review (Riechert and Luczak 1982) , quantitative field measurements of either component are relatively rare and particularly so for tropical species.
Here compare the web contents of Alpaida tuonabo (Chamberlin and Ivie) with sticky trap samples of available prey. Field work was conducted at one site over a relatively short period of time thus reducing potential complications arising from habitat and seasonal differences in prey availability. As Olive (1980) and Uetz et al. (1978) found, however, prey availability may vary over short vertical distances, and to examine this possibility potential prey were sampled at several different heights.
In addition, a second comparison was made between captured items being eaten and those left unattacked and uneaten. Since prey ignored during the day may have been consumed at night with the web, uneaten prey did not necessarily represent rejected prey. This comparison, however, does quantify the probability of immediate attack upon different types and sizes of captured prey.
While Araneus is the accepted generic designation, this species is not closely related to other members of this genus and should perhaps be placed in the genus Aplaida (H. Levi pers. comm. Five prey categories comprised 89.0% of the total sample, and vertical abundance patterns were examined for these groups only.
Beetles, parasitoid Hymenoptera, nematocerous and nonnematocerous Diptera all exhibited a similar trend in vertical abundance ( Figure 1 ). That is, the greatest numbers of individuals were collected at the two lowest sampling heights (0._3 m and 0.6 m).
While similar numbers of parasitoid Hymenoptera were captured at the two lowest sampling heights, nearly twice as many beetles, nematocerous and non-nematocerous Diptera were captured at 0.3 m than 0.6 m. Ants were captured in relatively constant numbers over all sampling heights. Although the numbers of trapped individuals varied greatly with height for 4 prey categories, each major category comprised a relatively constant proportion of the total sample at each height ( Figure  2) . Similarly, within each category size frequency distributions did not vary with height in any obvious manner (Figure 3) . Thus, while the abundance of flying insects varied with height, the taxonomic and size composition of this fauna did not.
The vertical distribution of A. tuonabo did not close!y match that observed for available prey (Figure 4) . Alpaida Psyche [Voi. 90 A total of 446 insects representing 6 orders were taken from 320 webs of A. tuonabo. Approximately 95% of these insects belonged to those 5 prey categories which were most abundant in the sticky trap samples. Consequently, analysis of both web and spider selectivities will focus only upon these groups. In addition, since the composition of the flying insect fauna did not much vary with height, both the data regarding prey availability and diet were combined over all heights.
Web selectivity values did not differ greatly from zero for beetles, nematocerous Diptera, or parasitoid Hymenoptera ( (6), bees and wasps (10), leafhoppers (4), thrips (2) **Others include: butterflies (2), bees and wasps (2), leafhoppers (80), thrips (27), Hemiptera (8) , Orthoptera (5), Collembola (3), Zoraptera (4), Plecoptera (3), lsoptera (21), Psocoptera (20) As the Es values imply, the majority (87%) of uneaten prey were nematocerous Diptera. Most of these, in turn, did not appear to have been wrapped. Many, in fact, were observed struggling in web while stuck by a single wing. Similarly, most uneaten nonnematocerous Diptera and parasitoid Hymenoptera were apparently unwrapped. In contrast, 9 of the 12 uneaten ants had clearly been attacked and wrapped.
Only 2 groups, nematocerous Diptera and ants, were found in webs in sufficient numbers to allow meaningful calculation of web selectivity values for different size classes. Nematocerans less than mm were relatively more abundant in webs than on the traps, while the opposite was true for those between mm-2 mm (Table 3a) . Web selectivity values, however, did not differ greatly from zero for either size class. Ants in webs were rather uniformly distributed among 8 size classes (Table 3b ). The majority (76.0%) of ants on the sticky traps, however, were less than 3 mm long. Consequently, web selectivity values for the mm-2 mm and 2 mm-3 mm size classes were large and negative, while those for larger classes were all large and positive.
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